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The MYDOS 3 and 4 Disk Operating Systems are intended to work with 
as many different hardware configurations as possible: either may be 
used with any Atari 8 bit computer from the oldest 400 and 800 models 
(with the A Revision OS ROMs) to the current 65XG and 130XE models. 



The next release (probably in the spring of 1987) will add a CRC check on 
resident code to guard against errors that might occur after part of the 
resident code is distroyed. It will also include permanent drivers for the 
Atari 850 and ICD’s P:R:Connection. I may be able to add support for the 
Atari 1030 and DOS 2.5’s extended file system (and I may not!). 
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This release of MYDOS, dated October 21, 1986, adds two new commands (*S* 
to set the RAMdisk drive number and , V f to turn on and off Write-Verify ). It 
also corrects a long standing problem that occurs if a directory is deleted 
and includes new code to cycle through all active drives looking for 



Selecting or Disabling Write-with-Verify 

X. DISK DRIVE INTERFACE (via SIO) 

XI. RAMDISK INTERFACE 

XII. INITIAL INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
XII. ERROR CODES AND THEIR SOURCES 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

III. SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

III. MENU FUNCTIONS 

IV. THE MENU COMMANDS 

A. List a Directory or a Set of Files 



disk/printer/RS232 controller manufactured by SWP, Inc. Recently 
support for large RAMdisks and hard disk drives have been added to 
the group of supported devices by interpreting some of the fields 
differently. Descriptions of the new interpretation to support most of 
the hard disk and RAMdisk systems manufactured for the Atari 8-bit 
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existing disk files, simply press the RESET or BREAK keys. The 
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Atari 8-bit computers (the primary requirements are that the memory be 
accessed through a 16K memory window from $4000 to $7FFF, and that 
the mapping function be similar to that of either the Axlon or 130XE 
extended memory). 
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’F’ and ’G’ commands (delete, rename, lock and unlock) all require an 
explicit file specification. All other commands assume the drive 
containing the default directory or all the files in the default directory 
(depending on whether the command affects an entire drive or a set of 
files). 
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match only the file TEST.C (since it is the only file name with a single 
character in the 3 character field). The specification "????E**" will 
match the files TEASET.DOC and TRACE. FIL and none of the others 
(since the 8 character part of the file name must have at least 5 
characters and the fifth must be an "E"). 



The 'B' command returns control to the cartridge in the left (or only) 
cartridge slot. If no cartridge is present, an error is displayed, and 
nothing happens. No additional information is required, so if a cartridge 
is present it is entered after loading MEM.SAV (if the last load command 
were an 'N') or immediately (if the last load command were an ’L’). 
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is empty). File lengths and the number of free sectors are reported 
digit decimal numbers (most other Atari DOSs report the values 
digit numbers). 



The ’F’ command limits access to the files identified. The files may not 
be deleted, renamed, added to or replaced without being first unlocked 
with the ’G’ command. 
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The files written to the disk by the ’H’ command will reflect the 
configuration parameters currently in memory, which may be different 
from the ones active if the system were rebooted from the master disk 
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When a directory is listed, the files that have been locked using either 
the ’F’ command or the ’lock’ or ’open locked’ functions provided 
through CIO will be marked with an ’** in the first column. The files 
that are locked may be read or loaded and executed normally, only 
modification or removal are prohibited. 
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again. (See Section IV.O., configuring the system, for the definition of 
the configuration parameters provided in the system and how to specify 
a modified configuration.) 



If either vector is entered as zero, that is equivalent to omitting it. 
Note that the starting and ending addresses of the program and both 
entry points are all specified as hex numbers. 


o o 

Is 

g 3 


o D3 3 H 
3 a a =r 
a g a> 
J 3 o „ 
2 - 8 3 * 


i (R 


. a'S 


■ Si'd 


o 

o 

3 

3 

0 ) 

3 

a 


*1 

v. CD 

3 5- 

cd 

CL r* 

x 
3- cd 


2. c 

? 3 


cd * g: 3. 
-. £ a a 

3 *• 03 

£-3- 03 » 
3 CO 03 

31 _ cr 

S c? 5' 

CD CD CD 

Str^ 

<3^0 

O 03 
03 3. 

a 


« 8 8 - 


l&S 
§ f s 
s|& 

r* § 

i g 


a> ^ 

g ? ® 5 

1 P* S’ j 

2 a 

co hh g: , 

a o s 

3 8 


3- 3- O 

3 ’o 3 0 


I 

3 

0 


a 

55" 

x 


3 CD 

£ o 

03 O 
31 3 

g £ 

ST. 3 

§ 5' 

3 K 


CD 

3 

o S 
3 


d 3 BJ Z 
CD 3 < O 
3 03 CD «T 

a E3 ® 
31 O' OJ 

3 CD O' r* 

CT* CD g- x 
3 CD 05 
*d _ r - 
•n co 3 
O D) CD C 

W < 3 ? 
CD O Q 
a -i 
*< 
c 


3 ° O 

g W ai 

° ?•§ I 

O' CD 31 3 
cd o a 
. 2 » - 
„ 2 CO 

03 2 ^ 

CD ^ "y* 

a* «, Bi » 


co 


3 


IK 


O 

O 

3 

3 

3 

3 

a < 


CD 

_ 3" t 

^ D) 3 

ID r* - 


_ C 

03 03 

31 _ » 
a 3 

• CD 3 

> o B 
3 n o 
^ '< 8 » 


- o* O 3 

• c a o 

: x 2 — 
® 

« *d 
33 s* O 


Oo» 

0 0 3 
3 t3 ^ 

1 5’ 

g a x 


CD 03 ^ 


ST "* O 3 

n ■*'» > 

Q ~ X CO 
3 01 H 

8 § - o 

_3 O 
Co > 
3 

03 CO 


2 cr ® o 

CD t3 

c *i1S. 

03 3 

J 2 Oq 
a o 

l ° 1 1 

n 3 f 

2. P* 
5’** ^ 

2 . 5 
ST ^ 3 
g, CD 

•— Q. 

cd o 55" 
_ rs x 

0 ^ 2- 

1 s d 

03 H-. 

Ps 

* 3 S-* 
DM 3 * 

o ° 


ICf 

slf 

or® 

o 3 
13 1 CD 
V! CD X 

fl.’S a 
3 s 

&8 3 

o jS •a 
= c £ 

ST g “ 

oacn 
”> B, 5' 

a “ n 

s-i b 

“ 8 -iT 


3* 3 -h 
co g; 

- 5 x 

^ 31 CD 

** N 

a 

55" 


CO £ o' CD 


o _ 

3 S’ 

3 CD • 

o. 55" 
• 55" 
x sr 

u> O 
3 — 

O- £ X 
3-’ ® 
? B ' 0 > 
® C 

<«r§ 


II 


3 

O CK 


r. ^ cd' 

3 ^ J - 


3- S' 

CD " 

3 ^ O 
_ m, O 

?o 3 

B 1 
3. 3 
cd *— a 

e 

a £ t 

CD 

CD o 


T 3 


03 - 
3 3 
a o 


03 3- 

Q- » 


3 Hiijq 

CD 3 03 
CD 3 
O W 3. 

3 - S 
CD 


O 2 O 


U CD 


o 2 cT 


.. 3 

3"t3 


, m cr O 

cn n> to 

w cr [2 

M. 8 w S- cr ® 3 

3- Z 3 J o 5 

CD CD 3- 03 O 3 Q 


T CD ^ 


a 

CD » 


a o 

03 3 


O O CJ 


a 3 sf 


x 3- 

r- cd • 


3- y 
i CD CD 
O 

x a 

03 31 
•• 03 
<-► X 


_ o 
3; 3 


&3 

S- 8 




03* CD n 
0 3^ 

o c 

< <• V 
to 5. 

r* a 

cd y -■ 


CD 0> 

to 5: 

3 N 




CD 


w. sr ^ 

O d CD 

cd < a 

- 2 

3 2. x 

O M» 

ft g ^ 


r» 3 
73 cr 
CD X CD 


Q* O O 

03 o o 

o >d "d 

?!■ s- 

a 3 


c 

"d 


IK 


p»- X 


?§ 
tt 3 

^ a 
o: o 
3 

1 a cd 

5’ _ 

x cr 

2 - 

2 X 

3 CD 


- o 
53’ a.5 

03 *d 

<• S- *< 

I “ 

S’ o 

X 

03 


?: o 
£ 3 
x 3 
CD 

£. 3 
X a 


C m 

| 8 
I 15 
8 1 
a ? 
3 o 
® & 

_ CD 
X *-j 
g o 
< o 

CD T 


CD 


o a 


o 3 

03 3 

3 

3 

a* rr 


3 M 

3 3 
m q- 


3 

a a 


To copy the entire disk from drive 1 to drive 2 after formatting the 
diskette in drive 2 the command could be "1,2(1-720)". This is the 
proper way to duplicate a non-MYDOS compatible diskette (of course, 
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The ’L’ command takes a binary load file from the disk and loads it into 
memory. The load file’s initialization routine(s) will be executed and the 
program started at its run address unless the ’/N’ modifier is appended 
to the file name given the ’L’ command. 
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RAM cdisk present? N=no RAM disk on the system (skips the 
next 4 questions as well), else the 
RAMdisk is enabled and the next 4 
responses determine what kind it is 
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(Under normal operation, MYDOS does not need to know if the diskette it 
is reading or writing is formatted as enhanced or standard density. The 
diskette is just a 1040 sector single density diskette.) 




FILE MANAGER FUNCTIONS PROVIDED THROUGH CIO 


5' =T S' £ 

s sJ 


LL cd _ 

» a2-° 
" » 2. 3 

S I 

5 „ “ 3 
an)-' 

D5 O r* 

Si ? C 
’5'»3 
« “ ” £ 

l?p 

3 H 3 O 
a % SZ 
os rt> 3* o 

3 rt) m» 
o- 05 JO < 

* 3 .>® 

T £ 2 3 . 

^ C5 9: ^ 

® '1 03 O 
a rt) ?r 05 


g ^ S3 

3 o m 
^ r ° a 

51 “ 

“ g. a O 

S O 8 g- 

S- 3 01 i 

S' g- = 2, 

(-► O n ^ 


O &• 0. 0. 

f3'-3 

J (1 TJ 

^ S' ® 2 


»?§S 

3 ^ a to 


* 53 ?! 


8 8 sS. 


D5:MSGBASE:SEPT1983:*.*/N 



other values of AUX1 will return an error code and do nothing, 
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Three additional CIO functions have been added: MAKE DIRECTORY 
(Function code 34), SET DIRECTORY (Function code 41) and LOAD 
MEMORY (Function code 39). 



Bit 2 set causes the MYDOS format to be used even if the diskette is a 
40 track single sided diskette. And bit 6 set results in the file being 
LOCKed initially without and additional CIO call. 
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Another XIO call, XIO 34, has been added to create a directory. When a 
directory is created, the name used must not match any existing file or 
directory in its parent (for example if the directory to be created is 
named "DllTEST:", there can be no other directory in the main directory 
named "TEST" nor a file named "TEST" there. 



The put record command will write a single line to an output file, the 
line defined the starting address of the buffer and either the length of 
the buffer if no end of line ($ 9 B) bytes are encountered, or the first 
end of line byte. Only the buffer address and length in the IOCB are 
used in this command. 
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MYDOS 4 . 3 , unlike earlier versions, will be forced to reread the entire 
file when closing it if more than one file at a time is opened in append 



following the last and their effect is best described by an 



The read status command is issued to an unopened IOCB, with the 
buffer address that of a file name string. If the file is not present that 
error condition is returned, if it is locked, that error condition is 
returned; otherwise, a normal completion code is returned. Only the 
function code and the buffer address in the IOCB are needed. 


incomplete buffer to the disk) the IOCB used to access the file should 
be closed. This is done by setting the function code in the IOCB to 12 
and calling CIO. The close function does not use any of the data in the 
IOCB for any purpose whatsoever. 




A file can be "locked" so that it may not be modified or deleted 
inadvertently by calling CIO with the lock function. The buffer address 
is used to point to a file name string that identifies the files on the 
disk to be locked. The only file modification that can be performed on a 
locked file is to unlock it. 
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The string "D2:TEST:*.*,*.XYZ" will rename all the files in the TEST 
directory, making each file’s extension ".XYZ". 



The note function returns in the twelfth through fourteenth bytes of 
the IOCB a 3-byte disk address that may be used at a later time to 
reposition the file using the point function. The note function can be 
used on files open for input, output, update or appending. 
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The unlock function is identical to the lock function except that is 
reenables the modification or deletion of an unlocked file. A file that is 
not locked can be unlocked with no error returned and no change in 
the file’s status. 



according to the capacity data in the system control table defined using 
the ’0’ command. If AUX2 bit 7 is set to 1, the format operation is 
skipped and an empty file system is written to the diskette. (This 
assumes the disk is preformatted.) 
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The load memory function takes a file formatted in the ATARI DOS 2 
executable program format (generated by the "K" command, by the 
assembler/editor cartridge, by AMAC or MAC65, or by any of several 
compilers for the ATARI computers) and loads its contents into the 
computer’s memory as specified in the file. 



The MYDOS 4.3 disk operating system occupies the area from $0700 to 
$1EEE at all times, and when the menu is active, it also occupies the 
area from $1EEE to $40FF. In addition, the first 16 bytes of the floating 
point workspace ($D4 - $E3) are used by MYDOS 4 at that time. Unlike 
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VII. DISK STRUCTURES SUPPORTING MYDOS 4 



The page sequence tables coded into MYDOS 4.3 are actually one 64 byte 
sequence table with 3 posible permutations of the first 16 entries. A 
one digit sequence number specifies one of the following sequences: 


3 3 3 

3 0 c 

a 2 3 

h-i 05 ? 


s & 3 

p & 3 


C H 
O =f 
3 3 


0 


_ oq 03 
: 3 CO P 


03 3 


3 

05 03 

a 03 
a 03 


0 


Q5 03 

o a 
■o *"> a 

T T 

O £ CD 

■a jT 3 

(D 3 03 
T 

3 os 
“ B 3 

S 2 a 

cU. 
(t D 5 

3 Oq ° 


u , n 

v. 2. CD 

c ° 3 

= s 

03 Z a 03 

“ § a 

03 03 O 

3 33 - 

>s 


03 


03 


3“ T3 

°Oaf 
s; 3 ® 
w R- 3 


M £ 3 
33 n 03 
03 C2 
N » ^ 


t/J 2 

to oq 


03 00 Q. 

*■* o 

CO O 1 1 
03 CO 

- 3 nq r. 
£ 3 P 


.. 03 


3 3 ' 

a _ 9 
3“ 03 £ 
po-co VI „ 

’> cr — 

, s: sr co 

oo 

• ‘ S ° 

“ iS o a — 
P ° t 
f p <r 

l ® ET 

> *0 O _ 

03 T 3 

.. Oq PT 3 £’ 
) CO 03 *0 03 


> H 

sr 2: 


o 

8? 


03 


a 

5’ 

£r 

CO 

z 

0) 

t 


3 

a 

c 


c 

03 

oq 


o 

T 


cr 

. 03 T 
■ 3 O 

X'V. 

CO O 
Q. 03 

§ § 


£03 C 

7 03 K 
p* Oq CO 

y® ° 


fa 
<-► «-*> 
* 3! 

CO o 
CO C 
3 £ 
^ «< 
3* _ 


0 3” 3- 

1 CO CO 
CO 

2 co cr 

3 x £• 

„■§ - 
1 1 s 
il'£ 

2.® 3 

cr co 
o 

21 

03 ^ r* 
►1 03 

O 03 ^ 
3 ° 

a 


fl) rr C0 h 

3 03 3 ? 

a 3 cr 
pr w 

**■ 3 3 

O n 03 
o’ ^ to <r 

M. 3 CO 

“ w2 a 

_ 03 3 


p* 3 to 

3- CO 03 

I ® 

O n 


3 . 
c *0 

03 03 


sr =f 


? 01 ^ c 
3 ^ » S 

C m c 

03 C 

O’ co 3 I 

03 Q. 

J H. 5( 
^ D to 


S’ 5 


p* 3 

3- ^ 

1 co 3 
o 

cr 3 


S- ° 


3 3 T 

_ 5' “ 
3 oq 

CO 

3 3 
S C 

v; 03 


Q* p* O 
3* ^ 


O 

Oq 


co 

8» 
P3 O 
3 

s* 

n 5. 

J S 


? cr ^ 

«< 3 _ 
3 3 
oS“ 
a 3 M . 
aoq 3 


^ 3 
£ co 

® o | 

g^3 
0 *< ^ 

3 H-. 3 

O 03 CO 


V- p 2 
- f '< 

fo I 

3 03 3* o 

'o'? 


?S2 

co o > 

2 w g. 

w c 2. 

_ a 03 

3 5' M. 
3 Oq 3 
pr 


00 33 H 

2 > 3* 

g 2 ® 
r2: . 

03 O 




P 

a 

*0 S 3 a 

pN “ CO 
° •< 01 3 

2- w 


ro 3 
■* CO 

•-h 

2 * 


* g - n 

03 o 

^ 3 
c *0 
3 2 . 
2 co 

T 


- sr M 
* CO 

£ O* 

^ *2. 
33 2 ' 

O O 


-5-3 

CO < 3 

o 2 m 

S = 

ra «-*» q, 
O 

C 3 
co ^ 

® g. o 

„ =r < 

sr ™ a 
® ^ a 


Cl <1 

3- 5 w 

(1 CO > 
^ 2 
B) > a 

g S' 
m ■— a. 

JP C3 H 

0 3- 

3 M CO 

o ” 
< 5 — 

S§ g 


3 =■ 

CO 3 




p* * 

cr > 
*< 03 2 
£ o a 

C0 T - 


3 3 co 
55 » 

03 cr m 

T3 2 
3 ' x < 
oq to 3 

B a,<! 
£ 3 - 


3 
Oq 

re 

.£*. T 
CO 

CO 03 

3 

£ Q. 
0 

co c 


03 


3 

03 3 
• O M 3 


CD ^ 3 £ 
• 33 ET 

O co 


*< a 2 


3 

oq 

cT 

cr 
a p 
■ 0 - 


0 


. s: 3 g 

Q. 

? S «■ 

: c £» 

3 - 3 

3 2 p 


03 2 
° 3 o 

2 ? 03 
H 0 

03 1 
2 3 

03 o E 
3’ cn o 


?r 

0 n 
a o 
3 

03 £ 

^ Oq 
* C 


OOO 


a 3 ' 3 ■ 
3” oq 2. 1 


S, o 

p* o 


■ s, o 

s 1 1 


o 

c 


2 

a 


o 

0 

3 

2» 

Oq 

c 


2 

-< 

o 

o 

C/3 

4* 

CO 


O 5 o’ 0 
05 a. 
cr 3 
’< pr 0 


Q 

C 

w 

o 

2 


z 

n 


C/3 

*< 

C/3 

H 

W 

2 


w 

pq 


o c 


w 3 0 

^ 2- a 
03 3 : 


' sr S’: 


3 0^-' 


2 03 

P3 Q3 

, RJ * 


N5 — 
03 2 

M *< 
M O 
_ O 
. £ w 


a 00 ^ ” 
2" p 

3 5* ? ^ 


0 — 

^ o 

03 P 
a 


a a 2. 

o 3 < S 

S 3 3 8 

_ 01 p] 

o a * P 3 
o o 

3 < > ^ 
p 0 — 0 

— T O P 

3 m 2 0 

p S *1 


ATARI DOS 2, MYDOS 4 utility program (DUP.SYS) also calls the floating 
point ROM entry points. 
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By modifying the code in the source file and creating a modified 
AUTORUN.SYS file, the drive used to save MEM.SAV and fetch DUP.SYS 
can be modified, other files than just DUP.SYS can be copied to the 


sill configure the RAMdisk to use only that part of the banked memory 
not used by BASIC/XE. 




The overhead associated with handling large RAMdisks and hard disks 
result in MYDOS 4 being somewhat slower than MYDOS 3 (and Atari DOS 
2) when writing to the disk whether verify is enabled or not. The 
timing of disk I/O to permit maximum transfer speed is very critical and 


2 0 
3 3 

2 03 
O 0) 
O 

C/3 <-*• 

o 


o £ 

*8 S' 


03 p* [ 

o sr ® : 
pro Q- 


<D ® 3 
O 

a 3 

S' | “■ 

** 3 2. 

Cf < 
C ® ® 


3 ,o 

m C * 


05 


M. 


o 
• c 
3 


EC 

- o 

_ H 3 

8 °CT 

I ® “ 


5 i » 
a l H 
» 5 c: 

?3 3 
(t 2 Z 
3 V- M< 
_ CO 

§■£» 
3 ® 3- 

Oq ^ CD 
J-* 1 


° 3“ 

►— 03 
O 03 g 

- » °- 

ill 


■g s. s- 3 

° = ® 5 

_ r“ 3 o> 03 


° ^ r+Z 
_ sr o' 
scr (t o 
2 8 3 


o 

" « 

03 3* 
3 

to £ 


3 T3 
», 3 CD 


' 2 . o 
<-*■ ’-*> 

S' <- 

EC ET 
N 0) 
CD 

a 3 
c 

* I 

3“ CD 
0 i-j 

3 

CD O 


2 * 3 


3 rr 
03 g 

M. C 


3 11 

O _ 




r- * 

ET 03 
05 '* 


< C 
£ o 
2 . o 

e*" 05 
0 03 


W1 n 
O 

_ 3 
00 n 
-o o 


** c 

_ » 

ET C. 


e ? 


3 

® « 


P*. CD 

2-3 


5 2 


<■ 0 
*■ 3 


, o : 

5* I 


3 £ 


0) 


to ^ 3 o 
_ ^ C 3 
03 O ^ w 

- o 

*® J.3 
0 2 ^ 

a 
oo 


n I 

ET « 

cm 2 

03 ^ 

3 a 

ct> 3 


* *g y 

2-3 ? 

n> “5 „ 

■ 3 "o 

£B 1 s ! 

;§■= ■ 
JS'tt 

«« * 

. i y 
n g ® 

° 3 a 

3 =r B 
n » ff 
< 


2 
►<! 
. O 

' o 

c /3 


It* 


- CO 

sr S' “ 
a ® o a 

3 s „ i 
® o S' ® 

— 3 ~ 


c ® *: 

5" >a S 

O 3 
3 Jo 

y — 5. 

03 Q.<< 
< C 

CD 03 <■ 

a § S' » r 2. 

«"|'e “ J 

~ CD 03 3 


■ CD -h 

„ 3 | 

- 3 T o 3 


CD 

Q3 3 

g . 3 

< 

o SL 

2 c 
03 CD 


O 


03 O 


3 


“’’W T 
„ 03 O 

g 3 3 
n ® _ 
= r " ? 
IH >-«, CD 

o O O 

^ w t a 

- » CD » 
C x 

■d g B tt 
Q. 3. 3 JT 

® t g.'d ® 


CD 


‘ CD 


3 — 

2 C CD £- 
a CD 03 o 


!SS 

03 «-► Li- 
“ 3^ 

s* p v 

3 s l 

03 ^ 

1 03 

, 2 2 ET 

a 3 03 


3 

cm 


03 

cr 


3 

cm 


I- ? 

^ i 

» » 

EC 3- 

I 

§■ f 

» | 

« ■*< 


ET 

CD 

a 


- 03 03 
*< 
03 03 

o I g 
3 3 3 

03 H H3 
3 O T 
Q. CD 

- T3 03 

^ CD 2 

S 3 S' 
2 . | to 

S n ? 

m 3 ct 

“ ^ w 

3 M 

a " “ 

f ET PI 

*• 0 ) H 
n 3 
o «5 ?r 
►a t® cd 
v* _ 


Jjf ^ o 

^03 

q 1 f * 

P 3 W 
n cd w 

3 H - a 

Ho 


c^ 

* o S' 

' i’Tj 
2 ^ 
^ 2 CD 

CD ET “ 03 
03 CD 03 
O 03 CD 
3- 3 3 a 
05 CD * 

a x 
2 3 o 

< i 3 . 3 
3 ? s 

CD O 
Q_ C/3 


r 

?r 

CD 

> 

H 

> 

P3 


- C/3 


i» S' 


S. o 


^ cr 2 
3- O •< 

S' g. o 

ft) o 
o a w 

S ’ 0 g 

S' = | 
»sj 


23- 

gs s 

O S' 3 
M c 
^ 3 C 

rr a ® 


» ^ 3 
cm 03 . 

03 2 o _ 

a 2 ^ 2* 

g- B- g- S' 

CD »• CD r* 

a o t t 

. ^ 3 

- o 2 o 3 

' -< CD 

o o “ a 

■n o ^ 

w 2 t 


3“ 03 
CD E5 

° a g ; 

§s I 

05 ^ 

5^5* 
a J- . to 
3 _ 

» ® s 

CD 


h-: 

CD oq 

c 

CD 

CD 

a 


? 

S’ 

EE- 

03 ^ 

*< 3 

03 g. 

«-► 

0 

will 

»ove 

up 

a 

HL 

sf 

S’ 

CD O’ 

•■J 

CD 

a c 

<-► 

3“ 

<’ 

CD 

03 


3 3 

a 

2 , 

03 

nSP 

CD 

03 

*< 

03 

CD 

5" 

use 

disk 

3* 

CD 

o 

is- 

<; 

cr 

8 

3 

3 

a 

o 

3 

1 

* «-»■ 

t- 

O 

r-»- 

a 

CD 

5* 


' 3- X 3 
cd cd cm ^ i 


“bS'H 


3 ni : 



The FORMAT function is never called with a sector number not in the 
range of 4 to 720. It expects 128 bytes from a small sector drive and 
256 bytes from a large sector (or double density) drive. 
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MYDOS 4 is about 0.0015 seconds (per sector transfered) slower than 
MYDOS 3 (which takes about 0.1 seconds). With the standard sector 
interleave used by most Atari compatible drives, this adds another 0.2 
seconds to each write operation. 



An additional change in the usage of this command occurs when a high 
capacity drive (hard disk) is configured. The configuration data for 
such a drive is very complex and is usually built into the drive 
controller or written to a "magic" location on the disk. 
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The first byte returned by the READ STATUS command is expected to 
indicate the sector size — if bit 5 is a 1 (bit 7 is the sign bit) then the 
sectors are large (256 bytes), otherwise, they are small (128 bytes). 



Second, the remaining bits are filled in with all the legal combinations of 
mapping bits. The values for the Newell Industries 256K upgrade (which 
uses the 130XE mapping, more or less) are given here as an example — 
future versions of this board and other memory expansion products are 
not necessarily going to use the same design. 
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To support partitioning of very large drives (larger than 16 Megabytes) 
MYDOS issues a write configuration command with the number of sectors 
per track set to number of sectors on the disk (as defined in the ’O’ 
command) and the number of tracks set to 1. 



If you need to run a program that requires more than 3 disk 
files active at a time or you otherwise want alter one of the 
default parameters, press the 'O’ key followed by the RETURN 
key and answer the system configuration questions. This is also 
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First, set bits 7, 1 & 0 
in all the mapping values 
These are the 12 (of 32) 
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Now, insert a blank diskette in the disk drive and format it 
with the ’I’ command (remove the write protect tab if the 
diskette is write protected — but first ask yourself why you 
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3 Last byte of file read, next read will return EOF (MYDOS) 

128 Break Abort (OS ROMs) 

129 IOCB already open (OS ROMs) 

130 No such device defined in the system (OS ROMs) 

131 Write-only IOCB, cannot read (OS ROMs) 
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175 apply to creating and deleting directories and have no ATARI DOS 2 
equivalent. And Error 174 applies to accessing files in subdirectories, 
so it also has no ATARI DOS 2 equivalent. Error code 173 serves the 
same function as it did in ATARI DOS 2, but is returned more often (to 
identify bad diskettes more reliably). 



